
Kindergarten/Reading-Unit 1-Launch

Unit #: Chest-00113618
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Erin Casey, Maria Martinez,
Carla Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

In this unit, students will be taught the routines and procedures of Reading Workshop as well as the expectations for engaging in shared reading, read alouds and word study.  Students
will select books, gain information and develop a sense of story and meaning through reading pictures across books.  Students will find numerous ways to talk and read with others in
reading partnerships and they will learn these are all habits readers share regardless of age.

This unit builds on and introduces strategies and routines for reading, and prepares students to be positive and productive members of a classroom community of readers.

Prior Learnings/Connection

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about key details in a text (e.g., who,
what, where, when, why, how). (RL.K.1)

Craft and Structure
With prompting and support, name the author
and illustrator of a story and define the role of
each in telling the story. (RL.K.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the
story in which they appear (e.g., what
moment in a story an illustration depicts).
(RL.K.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RL.K.10)

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about key details in a text. (RI.K.1)

Craft and Structure
Identify the front cover, back cover, and
title page of a book. (RI.K.5)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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text in which they appear (e.g., what
person, place, thing, or idea in the text an
illustration depicts). (RI.K.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RI.K.10)

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words,
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). (RF.K.2)

Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-
syllable spoken words. (RF.K.2C)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.K.3)

Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one
letter-sound correspondences by producing
many of the most frequently used sounds of
each consonant. (RF.K.3A)

Read emergent text with one-to-one
correspondence to develop fluency and
comprehension skills. (RF.K.4)

Read emergent-readers with purpose and
understanding. (RF.K.4A)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Prepare for and participate effectively in a
range of conversations and collaborations
with diverse partners, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively (NJSLSA.SL1)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Make strategic use of digital media and visual
displays of data to express information and
enhance understanding of presentations
(NJSLSA.SL5)
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
communicative tasks, demonstrating command
of formal English when indicated or appropriate
(NJSLSA.SL6)

Demonstrate understanding of the organization and
basic features of print. (RF.K.1)

Follow words from left to right, top to
bottom, and page by page. (RF.K.1A)
Recognize that spoken words are
represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters. (RF.K.1B)
Understand that words are separated by
spaces in print. (RF.K.1C)

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 reading is about more than just the words on the

page; reading introduces us to new places, ideas,
people, etc.

U2 Effective readers make meaning of a text when they
are able to see a connection between an illustration
and what is written.

U3 Effective readers refer to a text’s structure (e.g., the
front and back covers and the title page) to get
information about the book and construct meaning
about the text.

U4 Effective readers use appropriate strategies to read
and construct meaning of a text (e.g., distinguishing
words from letters, differentiating between words and
pictures, moving from left to right and top to bottom
when reading, etc.).

U5 Reading involves thinking and talking about our
books; when we talk about stories, we begin to
understand the stories better.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 Why do we read?  What can I learn from books?

Q2 How do readers use illustrations and words to help
them understand the text?  How can illustrations help
me understand the story?

Q3 How does knowing the different parts of a book make
me a better reader?

Q4 What do strong readers do?

Q5 Why do we talk about stories we have heard/read?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

K2 basic features of a book: cover, spine, left to right
progression, author, illustrator, etc.

K3 there are different types of books (e.g., learn about
the world & stories) 

K4 the role illustrations play in a text

K5 classroom expectations and norms for collaboration
and discussion

K6 classroom procedures, rules, and expectations (e.g.,
procedures for Reading Workshop)

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 Looking through a variety of texts from left to right.  I

can look through a text from left to right.

S2 Predicting what a text is about using the illustrations
and text features. I can predict what a text is about
using the illustrations and text features.

S3 Starting to share with a partner about books.  I can
share my thoughts about a book with a partner.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Reading-Unit 2-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113619
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Erin Casey, Maria Martinez,
Carla Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Repetition & Discovery
In this unit, students will read familiar and beloved texts multiple times--increasing their understanding of how good stories are told. They will move from simply naming events in a
picture or story to actually retelling the story using story language, expression, and proper sequence of events.
Students will identify the central message or lesson of a familiar story, then report on the key details, and events that help convey this message or lesson; they will show they
understand the key details of a text that is read aloud or presented through other media by asking questions or requesting clarification.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about key details in a text (e.g., who,
what, where, when, why, how). (RL.K.1)
With prompting and support, retell familiar
stories, including key details (e.g., who,
what, where, when, why, how). (RL.K.2)

Craft and Structure
Ask and answer questions about unknown words
in a text. (RL.K.4)
Recognize common types of texts (e.g.,
storybooks, poems). (RL.K.5)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the story
in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a
story an illustration depicts). (RL.K.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RL.K.10)

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about key details in a text. (RI.K.1)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the text in
which they appear (e.g., what person, place,
thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts).
(RI.K.7)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong readers demonstrate their understanding of a

text when they are able to use key details from the
story and convey a clear beginning, middle and end
when retelling a story.

U2 Readers think and talk about what they read or hear;
asking and answering questions about a text makes a
reader stronger and supports comprehension of the
text.

U3 Fictional stories often mirror true life; the  challenges
faced by characters within a text are often a
representation of the varied challenges we face in life.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do key details help me retell a story?  How do

readers determine the message the author is trying to
convey?

Q2 Why do we talk about stories we have read/heard? 
How can asking and answering questions support my
understanding of a text?

Q3 What can I discover about myself and my world
through reading stories?  How can a story relate to my
life?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RI.K.10)

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words,
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). (RF.K.2)

Recognize and produce rhyming words. (RF.K.2A)
Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables
in spoken words. (RF.K.2B)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.K.3)

Distinguish between similarly spelled words by
identifying the sounds of the letters that differ
(e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).. (RF.K.3D)

Read emergent text with one-to-one
correspondence to develop fluency and
comprehension skills. (RF.K.4)

Read emergent-readers with purpose and
understanding. (RF.K.4A)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and
texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups (SL.K.1)

Continue a conversation through multiple
exchanges. (SL.K.1B)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Confirm understanding of a text read aloud
or information presented orally or through
other media by asking and answering
questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not
understood. (SL.K.2)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Describe familiar people, places, things, and
events and, with prompting and support, provide
additional detail. (SL.K.4)
Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings,
and ideas clearly. (SL.K.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.K.1)

Understand and use question words
(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when,
why, how). (L.K.1D)

Demonstrate understanding of the organization and
basic features of print. (RF.K.1)

Follow words from left to right, top to bottom,
and page by page. (RF.K.1A)
Recognize that spoken words are represented in
written language by specific sequences of
letters. (RF.K.1B)
Understand that words are separated by spaces
in print. (RF.K.1C)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Retell
Details
Main Events
Story
Problem
Character
Beginning, Middle, End
Resolution
Solve
Sequence
Information
Presented
Understanding
Media

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can Retell key events of a story

S2 I can listen with the intent to understand what is being
said.

S3 I can answer questions to show I understand (e.g., a
text read aloud, information presented orally).

S4 I can read for a longer period of time while applying
new skills to each reading session.

S5 I can match events of a story with pages in their
books.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
Performance Task(s)

Alignment Code Assessment Evidence
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Standard(s)

RL.K.2 SL.K.2

T/U/Q/K/S

T1 U1 Q1 K1 S1 T2 U2 Q2
S2 U3 Q3 S3 S4 S5

PT1
Book Store Recommendation

Assessment Type Performance Task

Performance Task

As a new Barnes & Noble employee (or other book store) you get to convince shoppers to buy your favorite book by retelling key details and any
important message of the book.

Evaluative Criteria

Stated the title and author.   Did I include the title of the text and the author’s name when talking about the book?
Retold key details including characters, setting and main event or problem.  Did I use details from the story to tell what happened?
Statement as to why this book would be a good purchase.   Did I convince someone to purchase the book?  Was my retelling
effective?  Did I give an example of something I learned about myself or my world as a result of reading this book?

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Reading-Unit 3-Foundational

Unit #: Chest-00113656
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Carla
Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in  Perseverance 
In this unit, students will focus on becoming better at reading by using everything they know about looking at both the pictures and words. Students will learn how print conveys
meaning and they will draw on multiple sources of information--meaning, syntax, and the sounds of letters--as they move from familiar to unfamiliar texts. Through word study and
shared reading, students will reinforce these reading skills.
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the organization and basic features of print and they will know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding
words.  As students read fiction and nonfiction texts, they will describe how the words and illustrations work together to tell a story or provide information.  

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about key details in a text (e.g., who,
what, where, when, why, how). (RL.K.1)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the story
in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a
story an illustration depicts). (RL.K.7)
With prompting and support, compare and
contrast the adventures and experiences of
characters in familiar stories. (RL.K.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RL.K.10)

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about key details in a text. (RI.K.1)

Craft and Structure
Identify the front cover, back cover, and title
page of a book. (RI.K.5)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the
text in which they appear (e.g., what
person, place, thing, or idea in the text an
illustration depicts). (RI.K.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong readers make meaning of a text when they are

able to see a relationship between an illustration and
what is written.

U2 Print is organized in a particular way: reading is a
process in which readers make meaning from
predictable patterned text.

U3 There is a relationship between the sounds of spoken
language and the letters that represent those sounds;
strong readers decode letters into sounds in order to
read unfamiliar words.

U4 Strong readers show perseverance when they
encounter difficulty; they draw on a variety of
strategies (as needed) to determine meanings of
unknown words and construct meaning from text.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do readers use illustrations and words to help

them understand the text?

Q2 How does understanding the rules of print help me
when I read?

Q3 How can I use what I know about letters, sounds and
familiar words to read more and more?

Q4 What do I do when reading gets hard?  What do
strong readers do?
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Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RI.K.10)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.K.3)

Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-
one letter-sound correspondences by
producing many of the most frequently
used sounds of each consonant. (RF.K.3A)
Associate the long and short sounds with
the common spellings (graphemes) for the
five major vowels. (RF.K.3B)
Read high-frequency and sight words with
automaticity. (RF.K.3C)
Distinguish between similarly spelled
words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat
and cot).. (RF.K.3D)

Read emergent text with one-to-one
correspondence to develop fluency and
comprehension skills. (RF.K.4)

Read grade level text for purpose and
understanding. (RF.K.4B)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and
texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups (SL.K.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care and taking turns
speaking about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.K.1A)
Continue a conversation through multiple
exchanges. (SL.K.1B)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Ask and answer questions in order to seek help,
get information, or clarify something that is not
understood. (SL.K.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings,
and ideas clearly. (SL.K.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.K.1)

Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or
/es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes) (L.K.1C)
Understand and use question words
(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when,
why, how). (L.K.1D)

Demonstrate understanding of the organization and
basic features of print. (RF.K.1)

Follow words from left to right, top to
bottom, and page by page. (RF.K.1A)
Understand that words are separated by
spaces in print. (RF.K.1C)

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Illustration 
Describe 
Relationship 
Text 
Person 
Place 
Idea 
Thing 
Depicts 
Shows
Direction (Left, Right, Top, Bottom)
Page
Print
Word(s)
Sentence
Space
Between
Separated
Sound
Word
Same/Different
Consonant
Vowel
Rhyme
Syllable
Punctuation
Period
Question Mark
Exclamation Mark

K2 Letter identification & sound production

K3 Basic sight words that do not follow normal
letter/sound relationships.

K4 Print concepts and basic book handling skills

K5 Routines and procedures for Independent Reading
Time and partner time.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can describe how the words and illustrations work

together to tell a story.

S2 Decoding simple words (cvc)

S3 Using multiple strategies to read more and more.

S4 Using sight words and other familiar words to guide
their reading of familiar and novel texts.

S5 Match tone of voice to the feelings portrayed in
books.

S6 Discuss similarities and differences between familiar
texts.

S7 I can use my phonics skills to read familiar and
unfamiliar words in a text.
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Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase
letters of the alphabet. (RF.K.1D)

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words,
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). (RF.K.2)

Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes)
in simple, one-syllable words to make new
words. (RF.K.2E)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Reading-Unit 4-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113657
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Carla
Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Comparisons & Discovery
In this unit, students will discover more about their world through informational books. Students will increase their awareness of the features, components and structures of nonfiction
texts and begin to apply these strategies while reading nonfiction texts. Students will understand that nonfiction texts provide readers with new information and facts.
Students will identify the main topic of an informational text, then report on the key ideas, details, and events that help convey the main topic.  They will read two texts on the same
topic and will identify how they are alike or different. 

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about key details in a text. (RI.K.1)
With prompting and support, identify the
main topic and retell key details of a text.
(RI.K.2)

Craft and Structure
With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about unknown words in a text. (RI.K.4)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the text in
which they appear (e.g., what person, place,
thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts).
(RI.K.7)
With prompting and support, identify the
reasons an author gives to support points in a
text. (RI.K.8)
With prompting and support, identify basic
similarities in and differences between two
texts on the same topic (e.g., in
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).
(RI.K.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RI.K.10)

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words,
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). (RF.K.2)

Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel,

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong readers demonstrate their understanding of a

text by retelling key details from the text to convey
the main topic.

U2 Strong readers compare texts on the same topic; they
recognize that although texts may deal with the same
topic, each author makes decisions as to what s/he
will emphasize or leave out (e.g., similarities and
differences).

U3 Readers learn new things from reading; nonfiction
books can teach readers about a specific topic.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do readers use key details from the text to

support the main idea?  How do key details help me
retell the main idea of a text?  How do readers make
meaning of text?

Q2 How can comparing two texts on the same topic
deepen my understanding of the topic?

Q3 How can reading help me discover new things?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)

Page 1 of 2
Report produced by Eduplanet21 on: Fri, April 23, 2021 at 3:14 PM



and final sounds (phonemes) in three-phoneme
(consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC) words.
(This does not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/,
or /x/.) (RF.K.2D)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.K.3)

Associate the long and short sounds with the
common spellings (graphemes) for the five
major vowels. (RF.K.3B)

Read emergent text with one-to-one
correspondence to develop fluency and
comprehension skills. (RF.K.4)

Read grade level text for purpose and
understanding. (RF.K.4B)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or
information presented orally or through other
media by asking and answering questions about
key details and requesting clarification if
something is not understood. (SL.K.2)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions as desired to provide additional
detail. (SL.K.5)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.K.1)

Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs (L.K.1B)
Understand and use question words
(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when,
why, how). (L.K.1D)

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words,
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). (RF.K.2)

Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes)
in simple, one-syllable words to make new
words. (RF.K.2E)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Main Topic
Text
Key Details
Similarities
Differences
Same
Picture
Illustrations
Procedure
Steps (first, then, next)
Descriptions

K2 Basic features of non-fiction books

K3 The difference between fiction & nonfiction.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can identify how two texts on the same topic are

alike or different.

S2 I can identify the main topic of an informational text
using key details from the text.

S3 Listening to a non-fiction book with the intention of
learning a new idea.

S4 Asking questions for clarification after hearing or
reading a nonfiction book.

S5 Talking about non-fiction and using correct
terminology & facts learned from their reading.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Reading-Unit 5-Foundational

Unit #: Chest-00113648
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Erin Casey, Maria Martinez,
Carla Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Choice & Purpose 
In this unit, there is increased importance on students applying what they have learned into new settings, using strategies flexibly and in multiple contexts. The focus is on student
learning becoming internalized and automatic. Students will demonstrate how readers react and problem solve as they are in the midst of any text. They will learn that as avid readers,
they are encouraged to make their own decisions about what to read and how to read.
Students will read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding as they ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  They will demonstrate an understanding of
spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes) and they will apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and
answer questions about key details in a
text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why,
how). (RL.K.1)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the story
in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a
story an illustration depicts). (RL.K.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RL.K.10)

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and
answer questions about key details in a
text. (RI.K.1)
With prompting and support, describe the
connection between two individuals, events,
ideas, or pieces of information in a text. (RI.K.3)

Craft and Structure
Name the author and illustrator of a text and
define the role of each in presenting the ideas or
information in a text. (RI.K.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the text in
which they appear (e.g., what person, place,

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong readers ask and answer questions about key

details in a text to expand their learning and construct
meaning.

U2 Phonemes make a difference in a word’s meaning;
good phonemic awareness involves picking up on
phonemes (e.g., sounds, syllables and rimes) in
words.

U3 Strong readers apply phonics and word study skills
when they read a variety of text.

U4 Fluent readers use appropriate strategies (e.g.,
rereading, pacing, selecting “just right” texts, etc.) to
construct meaning of text.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can asking and answering questions help me

understand the text?

Q2 How are Phonics and Reading connected?   How are
words made up of sounds?

Q3 How does what I do in phonics/word study apply to my
reading?  How do I apply phonics to decode words?

Q4 What does it mean to read for purpose?  How does
fluency support comprehension?  How do readers
make meaning of text?

Acquisition
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thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts).
(RI.K.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RI.K.10)

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words,
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). (RF.K.2)

Recognize and produce rhyming words.
(RF.K.2A)
Count, pronounce, blend, and segment
syllables in spoken words. (RF.K.2B)
Blend and segment onsets and rimes of
single-syllable spoken words. (RF.K.2C)
Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial
vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in
three-phoneme (consonant-vowel-
consonant, or CVC) words. (This does not
include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.)
(RF.K.2D)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.K.3)

Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-
one letter-sound correspondences by
producing many of the most frequently
used sounds of each consonant. (RF.K.3A)
Associate the long and short sounds with
the common spellings (graphemes) for the
five major vowels. (RF.K.3B)
Read high-frequency and sight words with
automaticity. (RF.K.3C)
Distinguish between similarly spelled
words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat
and cot).. (RF.K.3D)

Read emergent text with one-to-one
correspondence to develop fluency and
comprehension skills. (RF.K.4)

Read emergent-readers with purpose and
understanding. (RF.K.4A)
Read grade level text for purpose and
understanding. (RF.K.4B)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and
texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups (SL.K.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care and taking turns
speaking about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.K.1A)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions as desired to provide additional
detail. (SL.K.5)

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Fiction
Non-fiction
Poem
Magazine
Digital text
Opinion
Text Feature
Character
Setting
Syllable
Rhyme
Long vowel
Short Vowel
Compare
Contrast

K2 Consonant and vowel sounds for all letters, including
the long vowel sounds.

K3 Mastery of sight word recognition with automaticity

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can ask and answer questions about key details in a

text.

S2 I can apply phonics and word analysis skills in
decoding and encoding words when I read.

S3 I can select the material that I read and how I read
with purpose.

S4 I can read to develop fluency and comprehension.

S5 I can participate in collaborative conversations about
my reading with classmates and teachers.
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Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings,
and ideas clearly. (SL.K.6)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
kindergarten reading and content (L.K.4)

Identify new meanings for familiar words and
apply them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a
bird and learning the verb to duck). (L.K.4A)
Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -
ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the meaning of an
unknown word. (L.K.4B)

With guidance and support from adults, explore
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.K.5)

Sort common objects into categories (e.g.,
shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts
the categories represent. (L.K.5A)
Demonstrate understanding of frequently
occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them
to their opposites (antonyms). (L.K.5B)

Demonstrate understanding of the organization and
basic features of print. (RF.K.1)

Follow words from left to right, top to bottom,
and page by page. (RF.K.1A)
Recognize that spoken words are represented in
written language by specific sequences of
letters. (RF.K.1B)
Understand that words are separated by spaces
in print. (RF.K.1C)
Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase
letters of the alphabet. (RF.K.1D)

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words,
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). (RF.K.2)

Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes)
in simple, one-syllable words to make new
words. (RF.K.2E)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Reading-Unit 6-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113649
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Erin Casey, Maria Martinez,
Carla Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Connections & Comparisons 
In this unit, students will build their inferring skills as they learn to think deeply about the characters in their books.
Students will ask and answer questions about key details in a literary text.  They will identify how adventures and experiences of characters in two distinct but similar familiar stories
are alike and different.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and
answer questions about key details in a
text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why,
how). (RL.K.1)
With prompting and support, retell familiar
stories, including key details (e.g., who, what,
where, when, why, how). (RL.K.2)
With prompting and support, identify characters,
settings, and major events in a story. (RL.K.3)

Craft and Structure
Ask and answer questions about unknown words
in a text. (RL.K.4)
Recognize common types of texts (e.g.,
storybooks, poems). (RL.K.5)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the story
in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a
story an illustration depicts). (RL.K.7)
With prompting and support, compare and
contrast the adventures and experiences
of characters in familiar stories. (RL.K.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RL.K.10)

Key Ideas and Details
With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about key details in a text. (RI.K.1)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Asking and answering questions about key details

helps us to understand the text, including the
characters in our stories, even more.

U2 Readers compare and contrast familiar characters to
understand them better.

U3 The challenges faced by characters within a text are
often a representation of the varied challenges we
face in life; readers connect with these characters
because they see themselves in the characters
(mirrors).

U4 Readers find connections when reading texts where
the characters are different (e.g., culture, beliefs,
values); these texts provide readers with a window
into the world.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can asking and answering questions help me

understand the text?

Q2 How can readers become experts about the
characters in their books?

Q3 Why should I read books with characters that are like
me?  How does understanding a character help me
understand myself?

Q4 Why should I read books with characters that are
different from me?  What can I learn about myself
from characters who are not like me?
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With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the text in
which they appear (e.g., what person, place,
thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts).
(RI.K.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding. (RI.K.10)

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words,
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). (RF.K.2)

Recognize and produce rhyming words. (RF.K.2A)
Read emergent text with one-to-one
correspondence to develop fluency and
comprehension skills. (RF.K.4)

Read emergent-readers with purpose and
understanding. (RF.K.4A)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions as desired to provide additional
detail. (SL.K.5)

With guidance and support from adults, explore
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.K.5)

Identify real-life connections between words and
their use (e.g., note places at school that are
colorful). (L.K.5C)
Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs
describing the same general action (e.g., walk,
march, strut, prance) by acting out the
meanings. (L.K.5D)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts. (L.K.6)

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Details
Questions
Character
Compare
Contrast
Similar
Different
Characteristics
Physical Traits
Actions
Emotions
Opinion
Story
Adventures
Experiences
Examine
Fiction
Nonfiction

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can identify the main character in a story.

S2 I can answer questions about the characters and what
they do in a story.

S3 I can identify how the adventures and experiences of
characters in two similar stories are alike and
different.

S4 I can participate in group reading activities with the
purpose of understanding a character or set of
characters.

S5 I can reread a text to improve fluency and
comprehension.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Writing--Unit 1-Launch

Unit #: Chest-00113650
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Erin Casey, Maria Martinez,
Carla Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

In this unit, students will be taught the routines and procedures of Writing Workshop. Students will learn how to convey ideas and that ideas have meaning. Students will cultivate ideas
from actual events that have happened in their lives. They will draw on these ideas/memories to personalize the writing process. Students will be exposed to both narrative and
informational writing in this unit. Students will learn to work independently and with a partner during the workshop process.
This unit builds on and introduces strategies and routines for writing, and prepares students to be positive and productive members of a classroom community of writers.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Text Types and Purposes
Use a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts in which they
name what they are writing about and
supply some information about the topic.
(W.K.2)
Use a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing to narrate a single event or
several loosely linked events, tell about the
events in the order in which they occurred,
and provide a reaction to what happened.
(W.K.3)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and
texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups (SL.K.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions
(e.g., listening to others with care and
taking turns speaking about the topics and
texts under discussion). (SL.K.1A)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Describe familiar people, places, things, and
events and, with prompting and support, provide
additional detail. (SL.K.4)
Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions as desired to provide additional
detail. (SL.K.5)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1  We write to share ideas, teach, and/or entertain;

anyone can be an author.

U2 Effective writers employ good habits such as writing
often, reading often, re-reading their writing, and 
sharing their writing with others to get ideas to
improve

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 What is writing?  Why do we write?

Q2 How can talking/sharing my writing with others make
me a better writer?  What do strong writers do?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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or speaking. (L.K.1)
Print many upper- and lowercase letters (L.K.1A)
Understand and use question words
(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when,
why, how). (L.K.1D)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Inform
Explain
Write
Details
Tell about
Compose
Topic
Combine
Draw
Retell
Events
Order
Reaction
Partner
Take turns
Listen carefully
Interrupting
Inside voice

K2 classroom expectations and norms for collaboration
and discussion

K3 classroom procedures, rules, and expectations (e.g.,
procedures for Writing Workshop)

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can choose a topic to write about.

S2 I can organize my ideas.

S3 I can draw pictures to go with my words.

S4 I can tell events in the order they happened.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Writing-Unit 2-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113651
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Erin Casey, Maria Martinez,
Carla Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in patterns 
In this unit, students are encouraged to experience the connection between reading and writing by writing multiple pattern books just like the ones they have been reading. Students
will demonstrate how to use a variety of types of patterns in their books (repeating, see saw, twists at the end, etc.). While this unit uses patterns to help students write, there is also a
focus on meaning. Students will learn that pattern books are not just books with repeating words, etc., but rather they are books with repeating words that communicate meaning; and
that even the smallest book can hold big meaning.
Using a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing, students will compose an informative/explanatory text in which they name what they are writing about and supply some
information about the topic.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Text Types and Purposes
Use a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts in which they
name what they are writing about and
supply some information about the topic.
(W.K.2)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults,
strengthen writing through response and self-
reflection using questions and suggestions from
peers (e.g., adding details). (W.K.5)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and
texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups (SL.K.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care and taking turns
speaking about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.K.1A)
Continue a conversation through multiple
exchanges. (SL.K.1B)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Describe familiar people, places, things, and
events and, with prompting and support, provide
additional detail. (SL.K.4)
Add drawings or other visual displays to

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers use their writing to share information they

have read about any topic in order to explain and/or
teach; using patterns in our books help us to write
more and more about a topic we know about.

U2 Reading exposes us to writing that is better than our
own and helps us to improve.

U3 Writers stretch out the sounds they hear in words
(phonics) and include these high frequency words in
their writing.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 Why do people speak/write about what they have

read?  How can I draw, dictate or write information I
know about?  How can pattern books help me to be a
writer? 

Q2 How does reading make me a better writer?

Q3 How can strategies I use for reading make me a
better writer?

Acquisition
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descriptions as desired to provide additional
detail. (SL.K.5)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.K.1)

Print many upper- and lowercase letters (L.K.1A)
Understand and use question words
(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when,
why, how). (L.K.1D)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.K.2)

Write a letter or letters for most consonant and
short-vowel sounds (phonemes). (L.K.2C)
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on
knowledge of sound-letter relationships. (L.K.2D)

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Topic
Inform
Explain
Write
Details
Compose
Pattern
Seesaw
Twist
Surprise ending
Question
Sight word
Vowel
Consonant
Syllable
Illustration
Label
Cover
Punctuation
Period
Question mark

K2 Sight words

K3 Letter sounds

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can think of a topic and carry it across many pages.

S2 I can use a combination of drawing, dictating, and
writing to compose informative/explanatory texts on a
topic.

S3 I can carry a pattern across many pages of my book.

S4 I can use my phonics skills to write more and more of
the sounds in words I know.

S5 I can collaborate with a peer about my pattern book
to strengthen my writing.

S6 I can learn how to be a better writer by learning from
the books I read.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Writing-Unit 3-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113652
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Carla
Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Zooming in/ Focus 
In this unit, students will learn strategies for making clearer, richer stories. Students will write a true story, capturing it in drawings and sentences that span pages. They will do this in a
way that others can read. Students will continue to work independently and with partners, sharing their writing with one another in the same way partners share their books in Readers
Workshop.
Students will use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to tell the story of a single event or several loosely linked events.  They will tell about the events in the order they
happened and they will tell what they think about what happened.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Text Types and Purposes
Use a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing to narrate a single event or
several loosely linked events, tell about the
events in the order in which they occurred,
and provide a reaction to what happened.
(W.K.3)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults,
strengthen writing through response and self-
reflection using questions and suggestions from
peers (e.g., adding details). (W.K.5)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and
texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups (SL.K.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care and taking turns
speaking about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.K.1A)
Continue a conversation through multiple
exchanges. (SL.K.1B)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or
information presented orally or through other
media by asking and answering questions about
key details and requesting clarification if
something is not understood. (SL.K.2)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers think, plan and share their lives with their

readers; they tell stories to make people laugh, to
help people learn, or to explain something.

U2 Talking about my writing with others can help to make
it make sense.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I draw, dictate, or write about an event? 

How do writers tell about an event and share their
reaction with the reader?  Why do people tell, draw, or
write stories?

Q2 How can sharing my writing with others help me be a
better writer?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions as desired to provide additional
detail. (SL.K.5)
Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings,
and ideas clearly. (SL.K.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.K.1)

Print many upper- and lowercase letters (L.K.1A)
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs (L.K.1B)
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or
/es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes) (L.K.1C)
Understand and use question words
(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when,
why, how). (L.K.1D)
Use the most frequently occurring prepositions
(e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with).
(L.K.1E)
Produce and expand complete sentences in
shared language activities. (L.K.1F)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Combine
Retell
Events
Order
Reaction
Small moment
Narrative
Beginning
Middle
End
Emotions
Speech bubbles
Dialogue
Characters
Setting
Punctuation
Period
Question mark
Exclamation point
Space
Illustration
Problem
Solution

K2 Most words are made up of more than 1 letter.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can use a combination of drawing, speaking, and

writing to tell a story about an event in the order
things happened.  I can tell what I think about what
happened.

S2 I can write a letter for every sound I hear, including
vowels.

S3 I can talk about my writing with others and take
suggestions to make it better.

S4 I can make my writing more interesting by adding a
lead, ending and dialogue.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Writing-Unit 4-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113653
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Carla
Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in teaching others
In this unit, students will learn that writers not only use writing to tell stories, but they can also use writing to teach others how to do things. 
Students will use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some
information about the topic.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Text Types and Purposes
Use a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts in which they
name what they are writing about and
supply some information about the topic.
(W.K.2)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults,
strengthen writing through response and self-
reflection using questions and suggestions from
peers (e.g., adding details). (W.K.5)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and
texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups (SL.K.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care and taking turns
speaking about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.K.1A)
Continue a conversation through multiple
exchanges. (SL.K.1B)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions as desired to provide additional
detail. (SL.K.5)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.K.1)

Print many upper- and lowercase letters (L.K.1A)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers use their writing to share information about a

topic that they know a lot about in order to explain
and/or teach.

U2 Strong writers think, plan, write and talk about their
writing.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I use my writing to teach others?

Q2 How does sharing my writing with others make me a
better writer?  What do strong writers do?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Produce and expand complete sentences in
shared language activities. (L.K.1F)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.K.2)

Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the
pronoun I (L.K.2A)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Topic
Steps
Order words
First
Next
Then 
Last
Tip
Warning
Labels
Introduction
Conclusion
Comparison
Revise
Edit

K2 How-to books follow a step by step process

K3 Bigger Words can be segmented to hear the sounds. 

K4 How-to books have features that make them better to
read (introduction, pictures that teach, the word
“you”, order words or numbered steps,
tips/tricks/warnings, and a closing)

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can think of a topic I want to teach someone about.

S2 I can plan out an organized book.

S3 I can use a combination of drawing, dictating, and
writing to compose a text that teaches readers about
a topic of personal interest.

S4 I can write a letter for each sound I hear.

S5 I can act out my book to make sure the steps make
sense.

S6 I can add features to my How-to book to teach more
and more about my topic.

S7 I can revise my how-to writing with the help of a
partner to make my book better.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Writing-Unit 5-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113654
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Carla
Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in exploration & teaching
In this unit, students will learn that writing also allows them to write about what they know or topics/subjects for which they are experts. Students will come to realize that many of the
objects and places that are a part of their life (e.g., toys, different types of transportation, places to visit, etc.) as well as topics they are interested in (e.g., sports, dinosaurs, friendship.
etc/) are all "book worthy!" Students will be provided the opportunity to use a "teacher voice" by asking questions to generate ideas. They will use precise vocabulary and utilize
features from nonfiction texts as they draw from their own lives and personal experiences to teach others.
Students will use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose an informational text in which they teach others about a topic of interest.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Text Types and Purposes
Use a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts in which they
name what they are writing about and
supply some information about the topic.
(W.K.2)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults,
strengthen writing through response and self-
reflection using questions and suggestions from
peers (e.g., adding details). (W.K.5)
With guidance and support from adults, explore
a variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
(W.K.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Participate in shared research and writing
projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a
favorite author and express opinions about
them). (W.K.7)
With guidance and support from adults, recall
information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a
question. (W.K.8)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and
texts with peers and adults in small and larger

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers take what they learn from books to write new

books to teach others.

U2 Writers get ideas from their writing from all kinds of
places (e.g., people, experiences, dreams, interests,
etc.).

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do writers explore topics and convey ideas?  How

do I teach others through my writing?

Q2 Where do writers get the ideas for their writing?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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groups (SL.K.1)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care and taking turns
speaking about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.K.1A)
Continue a conversation through multiple
exchanges. (SL.K.1B)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions as desired to provide additional
detail. (SL.K.5)
Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings,
and ideas clearly. (SL.K.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.K.1)

Print many upper- and lowercase letters (L.K.1A)
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs (L.K.1B)
Understand and use question words
(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when,
why, how). (L.K.1D)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.K.2)

Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the
pronoun I (L.K.2A)
Write a letter or letters for most consonant and
short-vowel sounds (phonemes). (L.K.2C)
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on
knowledge of sound-letter relationships. (L.K.2D)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
kindergarten reading and content (L.K.4)

Identify new meanings for familiar words and
apply them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a
bird and learning the verb to duck). (L.K.4A)
Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -
ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the meaning of an
unknown word. (L.K.4B)

With guidance and support from adults, explore
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.K.5)

Sort common objects into categories (e.g.,
shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts
the categories represent. (L.K.5A)
Demonstrate understanding of frequently
occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them
to their opposites (antonyms). (L.K.5B)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Nonfiction
Topic
Sub-topics
Introduction
Conclusion
Punctuation
Label
Table of contents

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can brainstorm a list of topics I know about.

S2 I can organize my thinking about a topic.

S3 I can write an all about book with detailed illustrations
that also teach.

S4 I can listen for chunks I already know, in new words I
am trying to spell.

S5 I can use high frequency words in my writing.

S6 I can revise my writing to make it better understood
by others through collaboration with a partner.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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Kindergarten/Writing-Unit 6-Opinion

Unit #: Chest-00113655
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Carla
Rigolizzo

Grade(s): K
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): Kindergarten ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Expression 
In this unit, students will learn that they can use their writing to make their classroom, school, and their world a better place. Students will learn that opinion writing allows us to express
our thoughts and feelings about topics. Students will be helped to understand that they are not just writing "pieces" for their teacher or for folders. They should begin to understand that
they are writing for specific audiences, and that as they do this, they should think about what their readers need to know.
Students will write an opinion piece about a topic or a book, using a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing.  They will use words and phrases acquired through conversations,
reading and being read to, and responding to texts.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: K-K

Text Types and Purposes
Use a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing to compose opinion pieces in
which they tell a reader the topic or the
name of the book they are writing about
and state an opinion or preference about
the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book
is...). (W.K.1)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults,
strengthen writing through response and self-
reflection using questions and suggestions from
peers (e.g., adding details). (W.K.5)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and
texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups (SL.K.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care and taking turns
speaking about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.K.1A)
Continue a conversation through multiple
exchanges. (SL.K.1B)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Ask and answer questions in order to seek help,
get information, or clarify something that is not
understood. (SL.K.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Sharing your opinions with others and providing

compelling reasons to believe this opinion may
persuade others to take action on an issue or change
their way of thinking.

U2 Strong communicators take note of words and
phrases they encounter in conversations, when
reading (or being read to) and use these words when
writing/speaking.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can my writing make a difference?  (In my

school, my community, the world.)  How can I use
reasons to support my opinion?

Q2 How can using new words improve how I speak/write?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions as desired to provide additional
detail. (SL.K.5)
Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings,
and ideas clearly. (SL.K.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.K.1)

Print many upper- and lowercase letters (L.K.1A)
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs (L.K.1B)
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or
/es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes) (L.K.1C)
Understand and use question words
(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when,
why, how). (L.K.1D)
Use the most frequently occurring prepositions
(e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with).
(L.K.1E)
Produce and expand complete sentences in
shared language activities. (L.K.1F)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.K.2)

Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the
pronoun I (L.K.2A)
Recognize and name end punctuation. (L.K.2B)
Write a letter or letters for most consonant and
short-vowel sounds (phonemes). (L.K.2C)
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on
knowledge of sound-letter relationships. (L.K.2D)

With guidance and support from adults, explore
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.K.5)

Identify real-life connections between words and
their use (e.g., note places at school that are
colorful). (L.K.5C)
Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs
describing the same general action (e.g., walk,
march, strut, prance) by acting out the
meanings. (L.K.5D)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to,
and responding to texts. (L.K.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Opinion
Reason
Argument
discussion
Persuasion
Introduction
Conclusion
Feelings
Letters
Posters
Songs

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write about a topic I feel strongly about using

reasons to support my feelings.

S2 I can express my opinion with my peers while
respecting different arguments.

S3 I can begin my sentences with a capital letter and use
punctuation in my writing.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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